Geometry - Course Expectations 2012-13
Teacher: 
Steve  Weissburg
  sweissbu@icsd.k12.ny.us

Classroom Goals

Students will develop an appreciation for Classical Geometry, including formal deductive proof, construction, and analytic geometry.  Students will also take the state Geometry assessment in June.

Guidelines for Success

To succeed in this course you should be:


Present – in class, engaged, ready to learn


Prepared – with homework done, and materials handy


Persistent – don’t give up, get help if you need it


Polite – be respectful of others, listen when others are speaking


Generous – offer to help your peers, be gracious

Responsible – take charge of your education, don’t wait to be prompted

Classroom Rules

1. Use kind words and actions.

2. Come to class everyday that you are not seriously ill.

3. Arrive on time with required materials.

4. Stay on task.

5. Keep all electronic devices (cell phones, i-pods, etc.) turned off and out of sight.

6. Maintain a safe environment.

Activities

Activities in class will include group work, discovery and investigation, lecture.

Grades

Your grade is based primarily on homework, notes, tests and quizzes.  If a student does poorly on a test they may retake it provided that they have first turned in written corrections and have consistently done their homework and taken notes.  Homework will be checked or collected frequently.  Homework, notes and participation will count as a significant portion of your grade. 

Classroom Procedures:

Entering the classroom: Students are expected to be in their seats reviewing their homework by the time the bell rings.  Ask permission to leave the room if you won’t be back by the bell. 

Tardy to class: Students entering late should present a pass to the teacher, sign the log, and quietly join their group.  Unexcused tardies will result in detention, tardies in excess of 10 minutes are considered as absences.

Leaving the room during class:  Please inform the teacher ahead of time if you will be leaving during class.  All students who leave during the period must sign out in the log book.  Please limit exits to absolute necessities.

Paper or pencil and other materials: Work may be done in pencil or pen. You will need a spiral notebook dedicated just to math and a folder.  In addition you should have graph paper, colored pencils. a ruler and protractor.  You will also need a compass. You should also have a set of index cards for vocabulary.  Finally, you will need a graphing calculator.  These are quite expensive ($90) and you may wish to postpone the purchase for now.  If you do buy a graphing calculator you will need a TI-83/4 or TI-83/4 plus.  Alternatively you may borrow a calculator from the math dept.

How to find daily assignments: Assignments for the entire week will be posted each Monday on the black board.

Turning in assignments: Homework will be assigned and checked almost every day.  Students should expect to spend about about 20 minutes on math homework each night.  Homework is mandatory, a student who misses more than one assignments in a chapter forfeits their retake option on the chapter test.  Repeated failure to do homework will result in detention and parental notification.  Pre-excused absences (field trips, students council meetings, music sectionals, guidance appointments, orthodontist appointments, etc.) do not constitute an exemption from homework.  Homework must be submitted by the end of the day of these absences to receive credit.
Finding out grade status: Grades will be reported every 5 weeks.  Students may receive an update at any time by request.

Cell Phones and ipods:  …will be confiscated if seen or heard

Student responsibilities after an absence: Students must present an admit slip after an absence or it will considered to be illegal.  You are responsible for making up work promptly after an unexpected absence.  Tests will lapse to a zero if not made up within a week. A student who is absent only on the day of the test is expected to take the test immediately upon return.  In the event of a pre-excused absence it is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements to get class notes and assignments.    Absences due to family vacations are not legal or excused!!!  If a student must be absent because of a family vacation they should submit a request for assignments, in writing, well in advance.  All work must be turned in BEFORE the absence to receive credit.  
Ending class: Class ends when the teacher dismiss you, regardless of when the bell rings.  Students who pack up early will be kept after class.

Late, missing, or incomplete assignments: ... are not accepted.

Extra Help: Your teacher is available for help periods ____ and ____ as well as before or after school.  Please make arrangements ahead of time.  There is also a Math Help Room available during all lunch periods.  Please don’t procrastinate if you need help, we move quickly in this course! 

Please sign and date below, and return to your teacher:

_____________________________   ________
_____________________________   ________


student



     date


parent/guardian

      date

